
TESTE DHE SKEMA VLERËSIMI 

39 

Gjuhë Angleze (Niveli B2) – Sesioni II 
 
SECTION 1 
READING COMPREHENSION 
 
There are 3 tasks in the Reading Section, in which you can read a series of texts 
and paragraphs and answer questions that test your reading skills and abilities and 
show that you can read and understand different types of texts and question formats. 
 
Reading Section Description 
 

Number of Tasks 3 
Number of Items 30 
Number of Total Points 30 
Types of Texts Descriptive and informational texts, promotional and 

info materials, advertisements, letters, etc. 
Duration 70 minutes 

 
Task One 
 
Taking your information from the text below, choose the answer which you 
think fits best by filling one of the circles corresponding to letters A, B, C or D 
for the answer you choose.  
 
The origins of jigsaw puzzles go back to the 1760s when European mapmakers 
pasted maps onto wood and cut them into small pieces. John Spilsbury, an engraver 
and mapmaker, is credited with inventing the first jigsaw puzzle in 1767. The 
dissected* map has been a successful educational toy ever since. American children 
still learn geography by playing with puzzle maps of the United States or the world. 
The inventors of jigsaw puzzles of that time would be amazed to see the 
transformations of the last 250 years. Children's puzzles have moved from lessons 
to entertainment, showing diverse subjects like animals, nursery rhymes, and 
modern tales of super heroes. But the biggest surprise for the early puzzle makers 
would be how adults have embraced puzzling over the last century. 
Puzzles for adults emerged around 1900, and by 1908 a full-blown mania was in 
progress in the United States. Contemporary writers depicted the inexorable* 
progression of the puzzle addict: from the sceptic who first ridiculed puzzles as silly 
and childish, to the perplexed puzzler who ignored meals while chanting just one 
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more piece; to the luminous-eyed victor who finally put in the last piece in the early 
hours of the morning. 
The puzzles of those days were quite a challenge. Most of them had pieces cut 
exactly on the colour lines. There were no transition pieces with two colours to signal, 
for example, that the brown area (roof) fit next to the blues (sky). A sneeze or a 
careless move could undo an evening's work because the pieces did not 
interconnect. And, unlike children's puzzles, the adult puzzles had no guide picture 
on the box; if the title was vague or misleading, the true subject could remain a 
mystery until the last pieces were fitted into place. 
       http://www.puzzlewarehouse.com 
Dissected* = cut into small pieces 
Inexorable* = relentless 
 
 
1. What is this text about?      1 point 
A) The origin of entertainment. 
B) The origin of jigsaw puzzles. 
C) The origin of educational toys. 
D) The origin of adult games. 
 
2. Which continent is the place of Jigsaw Puzzles’ origin?  1 point  
A) Europe 
B) America 
C) Asia 
D) Africa 
 
3. “Nursery rhymes” in 1st paragraph, comes closest in meaning to ____.1 point 
A) nursery advices 
B) short rhymes for kids 
C) poems written by nurses 
D) rhymes for nurses 
 
4. What century does the invention of jigsaw puzzle belong to?  1 point 
A) 16th century 
B) 17th century 
C) 18th century 
D) 19th century 
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5. Based on 1st paragraph, what was the function of the jigsaw puzzle at  
its beginning?       1 point  

A) It served as an adult’s entertainment. 
B) It served as kid’s entertainment. 
C) It served as an educational aid. 
D) It served as an educational toy. 

 
6. What would be a great surprise to early puzzle makers?   1 point 
A) The way that kids used to solve them last century. 
B) The way that puzzles were used in education last century. 
C) The way that adults embraced puzzles last century. 
D) The way that people ridiculed puzzles last century. 
 
7. What century did the puzzles for adults become known?  1 point 
A) 20th century 
B) 19th century 
C) 18th century 
D) 17th century 
 
8. What was the sceptics’ attitude toward this puzzle mania at first? 1 point 
A) They hated this kind of game. 
B) They ridiculed it as childish. 
C) They hated people who played with puzzles. 
D) They called people who played puzzles crazy. 
 
9. “Misleading” in the last paragraph, comes closest in meaning to ____.1 point 
A) fraud 
B) mistake 
C) deceiving 
D) guiding 
 
10. Based on the last paragraph, why were adult puzzles so difficult at first? 
A) They had a very complicated picture to be solved.    1 point 
B) They had no guide picture. 
C) They had diverse subjects in its picture. 
D) They lacked one or two pieces of the whole. 
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Task Two 
 

Read the four passages below and answer the questions using the information 
from the text. You may use words from the text or your own words.  
 

1. Castaways revealed 
In 1794, a Japanese seaman named Chunosuke Matsuyama and his 43 
companions were caught in a storm and shipwrecked on a South Pacific island. 
Without supplies, all of the crew eventually expired; but not before Matsuyama wrote 
a message telling of their misfortune, carved in coconut wood and slipped in a bottle. 
No one knew what had become of the group until the bottle was discovered 150 
years later near the Japanese village of Hiraturemura.  
 

2. Ghost message from the Titanic 
Jeremiah Burke, 19, from Glanmire in Cork and his cousin Nora Hegarty, 18, 
boarded the ill-fated Titanic to meet up with his sisters who had settled in Boston a 
few years earlier. Before setting sail, Burke’s mother gave him a bottle of holy water. 
As the Titanic began her descent into the sea, Burke managed to write a message, 
"From Titanic, goodbye all, Burke of Glanmire, Cork," which he placed in the holy 
water bottle. The cousins died in the tragedy, and a year later, the bottle washed 
ashore a few miles from his family home. The artefacts were kept in the family for 
nearly a century before being donated to the Cobh Heritage Centre in 2011.  
 

3. And 85 years later… 
In 1914, British World War I soldier Pvt. Thomas Hughes wrote a letter to his wife, 
sealed it in a ginger ale bottle, and tossed it into the English Channel. He died two 
days later fighting in France. Fast forward to 1999 when a fisherman found the bottle 
in the River Thames. It was too late to deliver the letter to Mrs. Hughes who died in 
1979, but not too late for Hughes’ 86-year-old daughter, who was only 1 year old 
when her father died — the message was delivered to her at her home in New 
Zealand.  
 

4. The record holder 
In 2011, a Scottish fisherman named Andrew Leaper was pulling in his haul near the 
Shetland Islands when he spied a bottle in the catch. Within, he discovered an old 
letter, a very old letter — in fact; it was certified as the oldest message in a bottle 
ever found by the Guinness Book of World Records. The message was scrawled by 
Capt. C. Hunter Brown of the Glasgow School of Navigation and was sent to sea in 
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1914 along with a whopping 1,889 other bottles. A government agency in Aberdeen 
continues to track Brown’s project; to date, 315 of his castoffs have been recovered.  
                                                                                                                     

www.mnn.com/lifestyle/arts-culture/stories 
 
11. What are all these texts about?     1 point 
 
12. In which text, did people get the message after a century and a half? 1 point 
 
13. Which word used in “Castaways Revealed” comes closest in meaning  

to “mischance”?        1 point 
14. In which text, was the writer of the message together with his relative?  

1 point 
15. In which text, was the writer of the message in a war?  1 point 
 
16. In which text is the message considered as one of the oldest? 1 point 
 
17. In which text, was the message not written in a letter?  1 point 
 
18. In which text, was the written message found by the family it was meant for? 

         1 point 
19. In which text did the writer of the message die right after writing it? 1 point 
 
20. Which word used in “The record holder” comes closest in meaning to  

“write carelessly”?       1 point 
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Task 3  
                         
You are going to read a short text (a letter). 10 word groups have been 
removed from it. Choose from the word groups (a-k) the one which fits each 
gap (21-30). Write letters instead of word groups in each gap.  There is one 
extra word group which you DO NOT need to use.                   10 points  
 

Dear Miss Clara, 
I want to express (21) _______ for all the efforts you have taken during this 
academic year. From day one, Mia enjoyed each and every class of yours and (22) 
_______to school every day, which is such a surprise from a girl who used to give 
excuses (23) _______. 
I really (24) _______ in which you helped her learn history which was (25) _______ 
she always dreaded. However, by making the lessons innovative, (26) _______ in 
getting good scores in history, but also in developing a keen liking for the subject. I 
also thank you for encouraging her (27) _______ which she thoroughly enjoyed.  
I thank you for helping her (28) _______ and what she wanted to do, for making her 
care about others  
(29) _______. 
I thank you again for all the wonderful work you have done and wish you (30) 
_______endeavours. 
With Kind Regards, 
Veronica Richards: 
                                                                                                    www.edutopia.org 

 
a) one of the subjects 
b) you not only helped her 
c) to participate in the class play 
d) understand who she was 
e) my sincere gratitude 
f) used to look forward to go 
g) for not attending 
h) appreciate the way 
i) much more 
j) a healthy life 
k) all the best for your future 
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SECTION 2 
USE OF LANGUAGE 
 

Use of Language Description 
 

Number of Tasks 2 
Number of Items 2 
Number of Total Points 15 
 
Types and focus of 
the questions 

Multiple-choice/gap-fill questions to test vocabulary 
and grammar. 
Items31(a-j) 
Gap-fill questions to test conversational English.  
Items 32(a-e) 

Duration 20 minutes 
 

Task 1
 

31.  Read the text carefully. It is about food safety. From the words or word 
groups listed below the text, choose the ones which best fit the spaces. There 
is only one correct answer for each question.                 10 points 
 

Franz Kafka (a) ______ into a middle-class, German-speaking Jewish family 
in Prague, the capital of the Kingdom of Bohemia, (b) ______ part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, today part of the Czech Republic. He trained as a lawyer and 
after (c) ______ his legal education he was employed by an insurance company, 
forcing him (d) _______ his writing in his spare time. (e) ______ the course of his 
life, Kafka wrote hundreds of letters to family and close friends, including his father, 
with (f) ______ he had a strained and formal relationship. He became engaged to 
several women but never married. He (g) ______ in 1924 at the age of 40 
from tuberculosis. 
Few of Kafka's works were published (h) ______ his lifetime: the story collection 
“Contemplation” and “A Country Doctor” and some individual stories were published 
in (i) _______ magazines but received little public attention. Kafka's unfinished 
works, including his novels “The Trial”, “The Castle” and “The Metamorphosis” were 
ordered by Kafka to be (j) _____ by his friend Max Brod, who nonetheless ignored 
his friend's direction and published them after Kafka's death. His work went on to 
influence a vast range of writers, critics, artists, and philosophers during the 20th 
century. 
wikipedia.org 
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(a) A) bore  B) born  C) is born D) was born 
(b) A) then  B) than  C) once  D) past 
(c) A) completed B) completing C) complete D) to complete 
(d) A) keep on B) keeping on C) to keep on D) keeps on 
(e) A) at  B) on  C) as  D) over 
(f) A) whom B) who  C) which D) whose 
(g) A) was dead B) died  C) is dead D) die 
(h) A) at  B) during C) on  D) while 
(i) A) literature B) literal C) literary D) literally 
(j) A) destroy B) destruct C) destructed D) destroyed 
 
Task 2 
 
32. Complete the gaps in the following conversation with ONE appropriate 

word.                                                 5 points                             
In a shop 

A: (a) ___________ would you like to pay? 
B: (b) ___________, please. 
A: That’s 59$. 
B: There you (c) ___________. 
A: Here’s your change and (d) ________ receipt. Thank you very much and have a  
     (e) ______ day. 
B: Thank you! Goodbye! 
 
SECTION 3 
WRITING 
 

Writing Section Description 
 

Number of Tasks 2 
Number of Total Points 15 
 
Types and focus of the 
tasks 

Item 33: (10 points) 
An essay: Arguing for or against the topic given. 
Giving reasons and examples to support the answer 
by respecting the structure of an essay. 
Item 34: (5 points) 
Formal letters or emails, (complaints, job requests, 
etc.) respecting the structure of an informal letter or 
email. 

Duration 60 minutes 
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Write the TWO tasks below.  
 
33. Task 1 will be marked for:                 10 points 
 task completion   2 points 
 organization   2 points 
 grammar    2 points 
 vocabulary    2 points 
 mechanics    2 points 
Each of the five criteria carries two points to give a total of ten points. You should 
write your task in no more than 150-180 words.  
 
Topic: Some people suggest that students should be encouraged to study using 
new technology, such as tablets and interactive software. Others say that more 
traditional methods, such as books and using pen and paper are preferable. What 
do you think? Is it better to use new technologies in schools or to use more traditional 
methods?  
Argue for or against this statement. Give reasons and examples to support your 
answer. 
 
34. Task 2   will be marked for:               5 points 
 task completion   1 point 
 organization   1 point 
 grammar    1 point 
 vocabulary    1 point 
 mechanics    1 point 
Each of the five criteria carries one point to give a total of five points. You should 
write your task in no more than 80-100 words. 
 
Topic: You have been asked to nominate a student for the “Student of the Year’ 
award. Write your letter for your school magazine explaining why you believe this 
person should be nominated and what makes him/her the best candidate for the 
award. 
“Dear Editor” and end your email with “Best regards, Kim Smith”. Do NOT use your 
real name. 
  


