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Part 1
Reading Comprehension

The Empty Chair
A friend of mine, Rob Jenkins, almost had a nervous breakdown last year. I told him to go to the
doctor.
Doctor: Hello, Mr. Jenkins. What can I do for you?
Rob: Well, doctor... I'm very tense and nervous. I haven't been able to sleep for several days.
Doctor: Hmm... Have you been working hard?
Rob: Oh, yes. I've been very busy. I've been working twelve hours a day.
Doctor: Have you been taking any pills?
Rob: No, but I've been smoking too much, and I've been drinking a lot of coffee.
Doctor: Well, you should take a holiday. You should go somewhere quiet and peaceful, like
Cornwall. Why don't you go there?
Rob decided to go to Cornwall the next weekend. Penquay was a very small fishing village on the
north coast of Cornwall. There were no trains or buses to Penquay, so he had to drive. It was a long
journey, and Rob arrived late on Friday evening. The landlady of the guest house, Mrs. Doone,
answered the door and showed him to his room. Rob was very tired and went straight to bed. He
slept well and didn't wake up until nine o'clock the next morning. Rob went downstairs to have
breakfast. Because there were no other guests, Mrs. Doone invited him to have breakfast with her
and her daughter, Catherine. Catherine was already sitting in the dining room. She was about
thirteen years old, with long, black hair and clear, grey eyes. Mrs. Doone went to the kitchen to
prepare breakfast. Rob and Catherine looked at each other nervously for a few seconds.
Rob: There are four places at the table. Is there another guest?
Catherine: Oh, no... We never talk about the empty place.
Rob: The empty place? What do you mean?
Catherine: Well, that used to be my father's place.
Rob: Used to be? I don't understand.
Catherine: My father was a fisherman. Three years ago he was out in his boat, and he never
returned.
Rob: What happened to him?
Catherine: Nobody knows. They searched everywhere, but they found nothing. My mother always
keeps that place for him, and she makes his breakfast every morning. She thinks he'll come back.
That's a photograph of him... over there, on the wall. My mother's been waiting for him for three
years.
Rob said nothing, but he looked very worried. At that moment Mrs. Doone returned. She poured
four cups of tea, and put one cup in the empty place. Rob looked more worried, and he stared at the
empty chair. Suddenly, he heard footsteps outside the door and a tall man, with a black beard,
walked into the room. Rob looked terrified.
It was the man in the photograph! He jumped up and ran out of the room.
Man: Who was that? What's the matter?
Mrs. Doone: I don't know. I don't understand. He's a guest from London. He arrived last night
while you were asleep.
Man: Catherine! Do you know anything about this?
Catherine: No, I don't, father. But he's here because he's very nervous. He says he's hiding here
because a tall man with a black beard is trying to kill him.
Man: Catherine, have you been telling stories again?
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For questions below, choose the answer A, B, C or D, which you think fits best according
to the text.

1. Who advised him to go to the doctor?
A)
B)
C)
D)

1 point

His family
His wife
His boss
The narrator of the story

2. What did Rob almost have last year?
A)
B)
C)
D)

1 point

Knee problems
Heart attack
A nervous breakdown
A stomach operation

3. What is the meaning of “a guest house”?
A)
B)
C)
D)

A)
B)
C)
D)

1 point

Because Rob hadn’t had holidays for a long time
Because Rob had been drinking a lot recently
Because Rob hat attempted to commit suicide
Because Rob was suffering from stress

5. What does “Mrs. Doone answered the door” mean?
A)
B)
C)
D)

1 point

A hotel where people can pay to stay and have meals
A private house where people can pay to stay and have meals
A building where people can pay to stay and have meals
None

4. Why did the doctor tell Rob to go somewhere quiet and peaceful?

•
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1 point

Mrs. Doone shut the door
Mrs. Doone spoke to the door
Mrs. Doone smashed the door
Mrs. Doone opened the door

Supply the information asked for the sentences/questions below.

6. What were the characteristics of the man who walked into the room?

1 point

______________________________________________________________________________
7. According to Catherine, what happened to her father three years ago?

1 point

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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8. How do we know that Catherine, what she did to Rob, had done it to other people as well?
2 points
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
9. Why did Rob run away when he saw the man?

2 points

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Part 2
Use of Language
● Circle the right alternatives that best complete the meaning of the sentences.
10. By the end of the year, she ____________ with a degree in business.
A)
B)
C)
D)

already graduates
will have already graduated
has already graduated
would have already graduated

11. Not only ________________ the film, but he had read the book as well.
A)
B)
C)
D)
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1 point

up
over
on
in

13. Unless an observer knows ________ an eclipse properly, severe retinal and cornea
damage can result.
A)
B)
C)
D)

1 point

he did see
had he seen
has he seen
he saw

12. The company is expanding and it’s taking ____________ a lot of new workers.
A)
B)
C)
D)

1 point

1 point

to observing
how observing
how to observe
to have observed
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14. Find the correctly structured sentence:
A)
B)
C)
D)

1 point

She used like driving, but she doesn’t any more.
She used to like driving, but she doesn’t any more.
She used liking to drive, but she doesn’t any more.
She used to like driving, but she doesn’t no more.

15. Finish the sentences using Reported Speech.
a) Patricia: "My mother will celebrate her birthday next weekend."

1 point

Patricia said ____________________________________________________________ .
b) Jason and Victoria: "We will do our best in the exams tomorrow."

1 point

Jason and Victoria told me _________________________________________________ .

● Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence using
the word in bold given under each sentence.
16.
a) I wish you didn't drive so fast. You really scared me.

1 point

only
If ________________________________ so fast. You really scared me.
b) I didn't understand what he was saying because I had just entered the conversation.

1 point

would
If I had entered the conversation before, I __________________what he was saying.
c) Even though he got on the bus, his daughter continued to cry until he could not be seen any
longer.
1 point
sight
While he got on the bus, she continued to cry until he ___________________________.
d) Arben didn't come to the party yesterday. Perhaps he was ill.

1 point

might
Arben ________________________________ yesterday.
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17.
a) I didn't mean to burn the chicken.

1 point

on
I didn't burn the chicken ________________________________ .
b) She didn't accept his suggestion.

1 point

down
She ______________________________________.
c) Although he was able to do the exercises in physics, he wasn't given the chance to compete.
despite

1 point

_____________________ to do the exercises in physics, he wasn't given the chance to compete.

18.
a) It took them two hours to decide which direction to take.

1 point

mind
It took them two hours __________________________________ which direction to take
b) The teacher has regularly tested her students.

1 point

by
The students _____________________________________ the teacher.
c) He pretends to know everything.

1 point

expert
He pretends ________________________________ everything.
19. Complete the following text with the correct word derived from the word in bold in
parenthesis.
6 point
Rising standards
Development is essential. Unless there is 1) _______________ (grow) and development, the
standard of living cannot rise. It is 2) _______________ (ridicule) to expect people with a high
standard of living to 3) _______________ (sudden) stop buying luxury items and driving cars. No
one wants 4) _______________ (environment) disaster, but 5) _______________ (equal) no one
wants to go back to the Dark Ages. Providing that development is controlled, it can do no harm. We
are making progress on issues such as pollution and the 6) _______________ (law) killing of
animals.
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Part 3
Writing

20.
Instructions: In this section, the student will be evaluated for:

6 points

1. the content (if the central idea is supported with concrete detail); for
2. the organization of the whole theme (theme planned logically, giving the necessary stages with
originality); sentence structure (sentences well constructed, unified and effective);
3. vocabulary (fresh, precise and idiomatic);
4. grammar;
5. punctuation;
6. spelling.
Choose one of the four topics given below and then write about it in no more than 120 - 150
words.
1. Discuss some practical ways in which each of us can help to conserve natural resources.
2. Watching the "soaps" has become an Albanian pastime (hobby). Why are these television shows
so popular?
3. In your opinion, what invention or discovery has brought about the most far-reaching and lasting
changes in our civilization? Explain.
4. If you could have a conversation with a famous person (living or dead), whom would you
choose? Discuss.
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The
content
(20a)

1 point
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The
organization
of the topic
(20b)

Vocabulary

Grammar

Spelling

Punctuation

(20c)

(20d)

(20e)

(20f)

1 point

1 point

1 point

1 point
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